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Johanna Bermudez-Ruiz, center, directs the filming of a music video for recording artist Toussaint, as director of photography Cortez McKay, left, and Millie
Baur, a production assistant, look on Sunday afternoon at Creque Dam Farm in Frederiksted.

By DANIEL SHEA
Daily News Staff

ST. CROIX — Shooting wrapped up this week
on the set of a locally produced music video fea-
turing tropical scenery and an inspirational mes-
sage.

The video is for the soulful single “Be You,”
by singer-songwriter Toussaint. The singer-song-
writer is in the midst of collaborating with
Laurent “Tippy” Alfred on an album to be
released in June by St. Croix-based I Grade
Records. 

The video features local landscapes, including
views from Creque Dam Farm, Good Hope
School and Ham’s Bluff, but some of St. Croix’s
contribution cannot be seen on film. Local pro-
ducer Johanna Bermudez-Ruiz directed and
helped fund the project, and a number of eager
students from Good Hope School filled in as pro-
duction assistants. 

“Be You” is the first single to be released from
Toussaint’s first solo album and will be heard on
the radio starting this week, Alfred said. 

It’s based on a heart-to-heart conversation
between Toussaint and his 5-year-old daughter,
Inari, who appears with the artist in the video. 

“Be empowered by what you are, who you
are,” Toussaint said while holding Inari between
takes on the set. 

He describes his music as a call back to soul
and the influence it had on him while growing up
in Indiana.

“I just feel like it’s taking it back to old school
soul music when the music was uplifting, when it

makes you want to wake up and do something,”
he said. “This record, in general, is a call to
everyone from my heart trying to bring the roots
and the soul back.” 

And while soul may reverberate in the lyrics
and the emotion of Toussaint’s voice, it is also
distinctly reggae in flavor — as if a hipper
Marvin Gaye were thrown in on a reggae remix.
Alfred takes credit for that choice of musical
direction.

There are elements of jazz, soul and rock all
clearly articulated throughout the tracks, “but it’s
mostly a reggae album,” Alfred said. “That’s
pretty standard for what my record label does.” 

The writer-producer duo first got together in

January while Toussaint was on tour on St. Croix,
Alfred said. 

“We went into the studio to sing one song and
came out four days later with 12 songs,” he said. 

Toussaint, who was the lead singer of Soul
Live for two years, went back to Boston where he
currently lives, but the album was unfinished. 

So, the singer planned a three-week trip to
show his family the island — where he said he
wants to move them — and to finish some vocals. 

It was at that point that thoughts of a music
video started bouncing around. 

“It just happened that Toussaint was coming to
town and we had a total of three weeks to put this
together,” said Bermudez-Ruiz, who had worked
with Alfred on her documentary “Sugar
Pathways.” 

Bermudez-Ruiz got to work on setting up all
the logistics for the four-day shoot, which
wrapped up Sunday at Creque Dam Farm. 

It was a new experience for everyone but the
director and her director of photography, Cortez
McKay. It was both Toussaint’s and Alfred’s first
experience with a music video. Most of the peo-
ple working around the set were novices too; the
five Good Hope students who participated had
never worked on a music video. 

After multiple takes using a wheelchair to roll
the cameraman up and down a balcony at Creque
Dam Farm as the singer paced back and forth, fol-
lowing the director’s commands — and days of
doing the same in fields, beaches and other spots
— the student crew seemed to agree on a main
point of filmmaking: patience and repetition until
everything is just right. 

Music video draws on local crew and landscapes

Toussaint, center, sings during the filming of his
music video “Be You.”


